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s HE following Letters are pub-

w2 lifh’d ar the Solicitation of par-
ticular Fricnds, who are of Opi-
nion, that they will anfwer {eve-
12l good Ends, as they may not only direék
the Lorms requifite ro be obferved on the
moft important Occafionss but, what is
more to the Purpofe, by the Rules and
Inftructions contained in theni, contri-
bute to mend the Heart, and improve the
Uniderflanding.

NATURE, ProPRIETY Of CHARACTER,
Prain SExse, and GeneErAL UsEg, have
been thc chicf Objeéts of the Author’s
Attention inthe penning ot thefe Letters s
and as hc cvery-where aimed to write
to the Fudgment, rather than to the
Imagination, hcwould chufe, that they
11291.11d generally be found wmore @/éfuf
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P REF ACE.

than gzvertzng : Tho’, wherethe Subje&ts
require Strokes of Humonr, and innocent
LRallery, it will be feen, perhaps, that
thc Method he has taken, was the
Effe&t of Choice; and not mercly of
Neceffity.

The Writer is no Friend to long Pre-
faces 5 but it may be neceflary, howcever,
to {ay, what he has azmed at in this Pcr-
formance ; and to leave his Mer:t in the
Execution of it, to proper Judges.

He has endeavour’d then, in general,
throughout the great Variety of his Sub-
jects, to inculcate the Principles of Virtue
and Benevolence; to dclcribe properly,
and recommend ffrongly, the SociaL and
RELATIVE DUTIES; and to place them
in {uch praé#ical Lights, that the Letters
may f{erve for Rules to THINK and AcT
by, as well asForms to WRITE after.

Particularly, he has endeavourcd to
point out the Duty of a Servant, not a
Slaves the Duty of a Mafter, not a Ty-
rant 3 that of the ‘Parent, notas aPerfon
morofe and {four, and hard to be plealed;
but mild, indulgent, kind, and {uch an

one as would rather govern by Perfuafion
than Force.

He



PREFACE.

~ Hc hasendeavour’d to direét the young;

Man in the Choice of his Friends and
Companions ; to excite him to 4Ds/-
gence 3 to difcourage Lxtravagance,
Sottibnefs, and Fice of all Kinds.

He has aimed to {fct forth, 1n aVariety
of Cafes, to botrr Sexces, thc [nconve-
nicncics attending unfizztable Marriages s
to cxpofe the Folly of a Zztigious Spirit 5
to confolc the Unbappy; to comfort the
AMourrer : And many of thele by Argii-

ments, tho’ eafy and famuliar, yct new
and #xcominon.

With regard to the Letters of Coitrs-
frzp, the Author has aimed to point out
fuch Mcthods of Addrefs, to a young
Man, as may {tand the Teft of the Parenss

_?zm’gmem‘ as well as the Daughter's
Opinzon ;s and, at the famc time, that they
{hould not want the proper Warmth of
Expreflion,which Complaifance, and Paf-
fion for the beloved Objeét, infpire, (and is
{fo much expeéted in Addrefles of this Na-
turc) they fhould have their Foundation
laid in common Senft, and a manly Sin-
certty 5 and, in a Word, be fuch as a
prudent IV oman nced not bluth toreceive,
nor a difcreet Man be afhamed to look

A3 back



P REFACE.
back upon, when the dowbit ful Courtflep is
changcd into the mair. Sinonial Certainty.

With this View he has alfo attnmptc.d
to expofle the ewrpty Lot yhes, and zuco-
berent Rbapfodies, by which fhallow
Heads, and a’qufﬂz;‘zrf flearts, endeavour
to exalt their Mitireles into Gw/d(ﬁ.s' in
hopces of having it in their Power to fink
them into the Chara&ers of the moft Cre-
dulons and Feol:h of thicir Scx.

?“”bﬂ?z.", A lld [J(Z(c'!(’.i‘ of f{i.{gﬁpfﬁﬂrf 723
}arrzmw hic 1*35} rticularly endeavour’d
to guard againiithc infidious Arts of their
Jlartering and felf:/b Dependents, and the
f:»’zzm...../m....e Addrciies of Forture-bi HHLET S,
thoic Beafts of Prey, as they may well be

called, who fprecad their Swares for the
innocent and z‘/:fo:ngt!fj& Heart.

Thefe, among other no lels material
Objeéts, have been the Author’s principal
Aim : How well he has fucceeded, mutt,
as has been hinted, be left to the Judg-

ment of the candid Readcer.
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Familiar LETTERS

On the moft

ImrorTANT OQccAasioNs
I N

COMMON LIFE.

LETTER L

To a Fatber, againft_putting a Youth of but
moderate Parts to a Profeffion that requires
move extenfive Abilities.,

@%n) OU pay me a Compliment, tho’ a
i very obliging one, when in the laft
Letter you favoured me with, you
defire my Advice, with refpect to
the Difpofition of your Son 77 /liam ;
—wes? Whom you are inclin’d to bring up
- to the Bar. 1If, in complying with your Requeft,
I fhould f{fay any thing you may not intirely

approve, vou will not have fo much room to
' B bdame

- o ——



2 Familiar LLETTERS o1 the r

blame me, as your own wrong Choice of 4
Counfellor.

I need not now tell you, I have 2 good Opi-
non of //7//; and think him a modeft, grave,
fober, Youth: But, for this very Reafon, 1
hardly think him qualihed for the Profeflion vou
would chufe for him ; for, I doubt, he has neither
Talents for the Law, nor ever will have the
Prefence of Mind neceflary to make a Figure at
the Bar. In any {mooth, eafy Bufinefs, he will
probably fucceed, and be a ufcful Member of the F
Commonwealth. And as he is not vour ecldett
Son, I fhould, were it to me, put him to =
Merchant ;3 or, aswe live in an Ifland, and Trade
and Navigation are both our Riches and our Glory,
I fhould not even fcruple to put a fecond Son to a
creditable wholefale Dcaler, rather than fail ; if he
himf{elf 1s not averfe to {uch a Calling. For |
know not (you’ll excufc me, I’m fure) whether
:0s Genius 1s equal to that of an uniwverfil
Merchant : Yor, the various Springs of Com-
merce, the Seafons for chufing proper Comme-
dities, and numberlels Incidents that make a
neceflary Return of Gain precarious, are full Im-
ployment for the {trongeft Judgment ; as a Man,
by one ill-chofen Venture, often lofes more than
he gains by feveral fuccefsful ones.

But this Opinion of ://, {hould vou think it
juft, will be no Obftacle to his fucceeding in the
World in fome creditable cafy Bufinefs. Tho” 1
think him unequal to the Part you fcem inclinable
to allot him ; vet heis no ool : And Experience
teaches us, that, in fome forts of Bufinefs, ample
Advantage, may be made by very moderate Ta-
Ients, with much Reputation., "T'hefe are princi-
pally fuch Employments as merely confift in Buy-
ng with Prudence, and in Sclling at a Market

profit



moft Important Occafions. 2

profit : Hence we fee feveral Wholefale Dealers
cain large Fortunes with Eafe and Credit, and
without any other Sccret than the plain Pra&ice
of Buying at the beft Hand, paying for their
Goods punctually, and vending them always for
what they are. In Dealings of this Kind, the
Fatigues are few, and clear well-kept Books
are fuificient to fthew, at any time, a Man’s Lofs
or &ain 3 for which, generally fpeaking, lefs than
One FForenoon in a Wecek is fufficient :  And yet,
by a conftant Attention, in this cafy manner, as
good a Charalter, and, very often, more Money
1s to be gamned than in Profeflions that require an
extraordinary Crenius, a perpetual Attention, and
a clefe and mtenfe Study ; which very feldom fuc-
ceeds neither : For fee you not of Hundreds of
Lawyers, how very fcw of them make a Figure,
or get genteel Bread 7 And how many, for want
of Courage to appear at the Bar (who yet have
good Parts and Knowledze in the Laws) are
forced to confine themfelves to Chamber-practice,
in which 1t 1s a long time before they grow noted
enough to make a tolerable Livelihood.

As to what you hint, of placing him in the
Phyfick Tribe ; Ilike this no better than the other.
Confider only this one Thing, how long it is be-~
fore he will bc capable of entering into Bufinefs,
or Reputation, as a Phyfician, if he ever does it at
a1l + For who chufes to truft his Health to a raw and
unexperienced young Man ? The Law requires a
{prightly Impudence, if I may fo fay, the Phyfick
Line a {folemn one, in the Perfon who would make a
Figure in either. And do you think, tho’ JZi//is
prave enough of Confcience, that he ever can come
up to that important Deportment, that unbluthing
rarade, which is the very Eflence of an Engli/b
hylwcian? 8o he may, in cither of the Pro-

B 2 feflions,
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fcflions, hive over all his Days, and be quite un-
known ; for, as Praftice in both Faculties is the
beft T'cacher, and Theory a moft uncertain Guide,
he may live to be Forty or Fifty Years of Age,
and not come into any Bulinefs that {hall improve
himfeclf, or beneht his Confulters.

Whercas 1n the Way 1 propofe, no f{ooner is he
come of Age, and fit to be trufted with the
Management of any Affairs at ally but his Seven
Years will be expired 3 and if he has not been
wanting to himf{elf in 1t (and if he be, he would
have been much more {fo in an abftrufer Bufinefs)
he will be cnabled, with the Fortune you can
beftow upon him, to enter upon the Stage of the
World with great Advantage, and become diredily,
a neceflary and an uwieful Member of the Commu-
nity. And, my good Friend, when you and I
recollcét, that moit of the noble Families in the
Kingdom, as well as the genteel ones, had the
Youndations of their Grandeur laid in Trade, 1
expeét not, in fuch a Country as ours efpecially,
that any Objedtion to my Advice will be form’d,
cither by you or your good Lady, on this Score,
if you have not more fignificant Reafons proceed-
ing from the Boy’s "T'urn of Mind and Inclination ;
which, I think, fhould always be confulted on
thefe Occafions. For, tho’ I hope it never will
be fo in your Cafe, yet nothing has been more
common, than that of Two Sons, the Eldeft
brought up to the Eftate, the other to T'rade, in
the Revolution of T'wenty or Thirty Years, the
jatter, thro’ the Extravagance of the former, has
made himfelf L/de/f, as I may fay ; for, by faving
while the cther has been fpending, he has found
Means to keep the Eftate in the Family, tho’ it
has been transterr’d upon the youngef?, and, as it
has then proved, the worthie/f Branch,

T his,
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This, . I think, deferves your Confideration ;
and by viewing F2i// in the fame Light I do; that
of a well-inclined Lad, of modcrate Paflions,
areat natural Modefty, and no {oaring Genius ; 1
belicve you will think it beft to difpofe of him in
fuch manner as ‘may require no greater lalents
than he is pofiefled of, and may, in due T'ime, make
him appear in the Face of the World fully quali-
fied for what he undertakes. I am, OSir,

Your wery Bumblz Servant.

L ETTET?'D IL

=g

From an UNcLE l0 a Neviivw, on bis kecp-
ing bad Company, bad 'i.:;, &c. hn bis
Apprentice/bip,

Dear Nephew,

I A M very much concerned te hear that you are
of late fallen into bad Coirpnny ; that you
keep bad Hours, and give great Juciiinefs to your
Mafter, and break the Rules of his Family : That
when he expoftulates with you on this Occafion,
you return pert and bold Anfwers ; and, inftead of
promnifing or endeavouring to amend, repeat the
Offence; and have enter’d into Clubs and Societies
. of young I'cllows, who f{et at naught all good
Example, and make fuch Perfons who would do
their Duty, the Subjeét of their Ridicule, as Per-
fons of narrow Minds, and who want the Courage
to do as they do.
- Let me, on this Occafion, expoftulate with

- you, and fet before you the Evil of the Way you
ATe in, -

B 3 In
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In the frft Place: What can you mean by
breaking the Rules of a Family you had bound your
felf by Contract to obferve 7 Do you think it is
beneft, to break thro’ Engagements into which
you have {o {olemnly entered ; and which are no
lefs the Rules of the Corporation you are to be
one Day free of, than thofe of a private Family?
—— Seven Y ears, feveral of which are elapfed, arc
not fo long a Term, but that you may fec it
determined before you are over-fit to betrufted wiih
vour own Conduct : Twenty-one or T'wenty-two
Years of Age, 15 full early for a young Man to bhe
his own Matter, whateveryou may think; and you
may furely ftay tll #fen, at leaft, to chufe your
own Hours, and vour own Company ; and, 1 fear,
as you go on, if you do not mend your Ways,
vour Diferetion will not then do Credit to your
Choice. Remember, you have ne 1'ime you can
coll your own, during the Continuance of your
Contraft; and mut you abufe yvour Maiter in a
double benfe 35 rob him of his Time, efpecially if
any of it be Hours of Bulinefs ; rcb him of his
Reft ; break the Peace of his Family, and give a
bad Example to others? And all for what? Why
to riot in the Company of a Set of Perfons, who
contemn, as they teach you to do, all Order
and Difcipline; who, inall Likelihood, will lead
you into into Gaming, Drinking, Swearing, and
even more dangerous Vices, to the unhinging of
your Mind from your Bufinefs, which muit be
your future Support.

Confider, I exhort you, in time, to what thefe
Courfes may lead you. Confider the Affition
you will give to all your Friends, by your Con-
tinuance in them, Lay together the Subftance of
the Converfation that pafles in a whole Evening,
with your frothy Companions, after you are come

from
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from them, and refleé&t what folhid Truth, what
ufeful Leffon, worthy of being inculcated in your
futurc Life, that whole Kvening has attorded you ;
and confider, whether it is worth breaking thro”
all Rule and Order for ? W hether your pre-
fent Ceonduct s fuch as you would allow in a Ser-
vant of your own ¢ VWhether you are fo capable
to purfue vour Buflinefs with that Ardor and De-
lightnext Morning, as if you had not drank, cr
kept bad Hours over Night? If not, whether
your Mafter has not a double Lofs and Damage
from your mif-fpent Evenings 7 Whether the taking
of fmall L.iberties, as you may think them, leads
you not on to greater; for, let me tell you, you
will not iind it in your Power to {ftop when you
will ' And then, whether any Rei{,raint at all
will not in time be irkfome to you?

I have gone thro’ the like Servitude with Plea-
fure and Credit, I found myfelf my own Mafter
tull foon for my Difcretion : What you think
- of your felf I know not ; but I wifth you may do as
well for your own Intereft, and Reputation too, us
I have done for mine : And D’ll affure you, 1
fhould not have thought it ecither creditable or
honeft to do as you do. I could have ftood the
L.augh of an Hundred fuch vain Companions as
you chufe, for being too narrow-minded to break
thro’ all moral Obligations to my Mafter, in order
to fhew the Bravery of a bad Heart, and what an
abandon’d Mind dared to perpetrate. A bad Be-
ginning feldom makes a good Ending, and if you
was afiured that you could ftop when you came for
your {elf, which is very improbable, how will vou
anfwer it to Equity and good Confcience, that
vou will not do fo for your Mafter? There is,
let me tell you, more true Bravery of Mind in for-
bearing to do an Injury, than in giving Offence.

B 4 X ou
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You are now at an Age, when you fhould
ftudy to smpreve not divert your Faculties. You
thould now lay in ¢ Fund of Knowledge, that in
time, when ripened by Experience, may make
you a worthy Member of the Commonwealth,
Do you think you have nothing to learn, either
as to your Bulinefs, or as to the forming of yaur
Mimd T Would it nor be much better to chufe the
hlent, the {ober Converfation of Books, than o
fuch Companicns as never read oy think? An
Author never commits any but his beft Thought:
to Paper 3 but what can you expedlt from the
Laighing noify Comipany you keep, but frothy
Prute, indigetted Notions, and "T'houghts fo unwei-
thy of being remember’d, that 1t 18 the greateid
kindnefs to forget them.

f.cr me intreat you then, my dear Kinfman,
for vour Famny’s fake, for your own fake, before
it be wolate, toreflect as youought upon the Courfe
vou areenter’d into. By applving yourfelf to Books,
inftead of fuch vain Company, you will be quali-
fied in time for the beft of Company, and to be
refpecéted by all Ranks of Men. 'TI'his will keep
you out of unncceilary Expences, will employ all
vour leifure "fline,  will exclude a world of
Teirvtutions, ard open and inlarge your Notions
~& Ivion and Things, and, finally, {et you above
that wretched Compuny which now you f{eem {o
much delighted with,.  And one Thing let me
recmynend to you, T'hat you keep a Lift of the
vouny Men of your Standing within the Com-
pals of yonr Knowledge, and for the next Seven
Years obferve what Fate will attend them @ See,
if thofe who follow ngr the Courfe you wre f{o
lately enter’d into, will not appear in a very dif-
ferent Light from thofe who do; and from the
Indufiry and Profperity of the one, and the

I)ccay
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Decay or Failure of the other, (if their vain Ways
do not blaft them before, or as foon as they begin
the World) you’ll find abundant Reafon every
Day to juftify the Truth of the Obfervations 1
have thrown together. As nothing but my Af-
fcGtion for you could poflibly influence me to thefe
Expoftulations, I hope for a proper Effeét from
them, if you would be thought well of by, or ex-
pe& any Iravour fromy

Your loving Uncle.

Your Mafter will, at my Requeft, fend me
word of the Succefs of my Remonftrances.

LETTZER IIL

A Widow-Mother’s Letter, in Anfwwer to her
Son’s complaining of Hardibips in bis Ap-
prentice/hip.

Dear Billy,
AM very forry to hear of the iftercrce between

your Mafter and you. 1 was always airaid you
would expe& the fame Indulrences von had met
with at home; and as you know, tiut:n many
Inftances, I have endeavoured to make any {iem-
ing Hardfhip as cafy to you as I could, if this
caufes you to be harder to be fatished, it would be
a great Trouble to me. Your Uncle tells me, I
am afraid with too much Truth, that the Indul-
gences you have recetved from me, have made your
prefent Station more difagrecable than 1t would
otherwife have been. What I have always done
for you was intended for your (yood, and nothing
could fo decply aflit mc as to fee my "L'endernefs

B g " have
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havé a contrary Effeét : Therefore, dear Child, to
my conftant Care for your Welfare, do not add
the Sorrow of {eeing it the Caufe of your behaving
worfe than if it had not been beftow’d upon you ;
for as, beforc we put you to your Mafter, we had
an (.\tmordmmy Charaé&ter of him, from all his
MNeizhbours, and thofe who dealt with him; and as
Mr. Fofeph, who is now out of his Time, gives
hun the beft of Charadters, and declares your
Miftrefs to be a Woman of great Prudence and
good Condult; I know not how to think they
would ufe you ill in any refpet.  But con-
fider, my Dear, you muft not, in any Woman
twhdf" myfelf, expet to find a fond and perhaps
partial Mother 3 ; for, the little Faﬁings which
Y could not fee in you, will appear very plain to
other Perfons. My Love for you would make me
wifh you always with me; but as that is what

vour future Welfare will no way permit; and as
:,ou muit certainly be a Gainer by the Situation
you are now in, let a Delire to promote iy
Fappinefs, as well as your owrn, make every
{fceming Difficulty light ; which, I hope; will
appear much lighter for being what I intreat you
to difpenfe with ; who am,

Your ever loving Mother.

I have defir’d your Uncle to interpofe in this
Matter, and he writes to you on this Occa-
fion ; and has promifed to fee Juitice done

you, In cafe your Complaints be reafon-
able,

——————— —— — —— —— —
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LETTER 1V.

An Uncle’s Letter to the Youth, on the fame
Occafion.
Coufin William,
I AM forry you fhould have any Mifunderftand-

ing with your Malfter : T have a good Opinion
of h;m and am unwilling -to entertain a bad one
of you, It is fo much a Mafter's Intereft to ufe
his Apprentices well, that I am inclinable to think
that when they are badly treated, 1t 1s oftener the
Effect of Provocation than Choice. Wherefore,
before I give myfelf the T'rouble of interpoling inx -
your Behdlf I defire you w:ll {triétly inquire of your-
{clf, Wlleter you have not, by fome Mifconduét ox
other, provoked that Alteration in vour Mafter’s Be-
haviour of which you fo much complain. If, after
having diligently complied with this R(.(]UC'PE you
aiiure me thatyou are not u...mble of having given
Caufe of Difguft on your Side, Twill IC..IGI]}f ufe my
beft Endeavours to reconcile yeu to your Madter, or
procure youanother. Butif you find yomﬁ:.lfblama—-
ble, it will be better for you to remove, by your own
Amendment, the Occafion of your J..\/r..iil.ﬁ.,l Df-
pleafure, thanto have me, or anyotherlriend, offes
to plead your Excufe, where vou know 1t would
be unjuft to defend you. If this fhould be yous
Cafe, all your Friends together could promife your
better Behaviour, indeed 3 but as the Performonce
muft even then be your own, it will add mucix
more to your Character to p*"{b thro” your whele
Term without any Intcrpoﬁuon between  you,
Weigh well what I have here faid ; and remember,
that 3 your future Weltare depends greatly on your
prefent Behaviour. I am,
our Loving Kirfinar.

B & o'
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LETTEZR V.-

An Apprentice to an Uncle, about a Fraund

committed by bis Fellow-Apprentice to their
Mafter.

Dear Uncle,

A M under greater Uneafinefs than I am able to
exprels : My Fellow-"prentice, for whom I had
a great Regard, and from whom I have received

many Civilities, has involved me in the deepeft
Affi&ion. I am unwilling to tell you, and yet [

muft not concezl it, that he has forfeited the
Confidence repofed in him by a Breach of Truit,
to which he ungeneroufly gain’d my Confent, by
a Pretence 1 did not in the leaft {ufpeél. W hat
muft [ do? My Mafter is defrauded : TfI difcover

the Tn)ury, I am fure to ruin a young Man 1 wou'd
fain think pofleffed of fome Merit; if 1 conce:l

the Inju{hce, I muft at prefent fhare the (_-rmlt.,
and hereafter be Partaker in the Punmifhment. 1

am in the greateft Agony of Mind, and beg your
mitant Advice, as you value the Peace of

Your dutiful, tho® unfortunate Nepherw. ‘

g

LETTER VL .
The Uncle’s Anfwer. -*

Dear Nephew, E

OUR Letter, which 1 juft now received,

gives me great Uneaﬁnefs And as any Delay
in the Difcovery may be attended with Confe-
aquences which will probably be dangerous to your-

felf, and dl.fagreeable to all who belong to you ; 1
charge




moft Important Qccafions. 12

charge you, if you value your own Happinefs, and
my Peace, to acquaint your Mafter inftantly with
the Injuftice that has been done him ; which is
the only Means of vindicating your own Innocence,
and prevent your being looked upon as an Accom-
plice ina Fa&t, to which I with you may not be
found to have been too far confenting. As to the
unhappy young Man who has been guilty of f{o
fatal an Indifcretion, 1 wifh, if the known Cle-
mency and Good-nature of your Mafter may par-
don this Offence, he may let his Forgivenefs teach
him the Ingratitude and Inhumanity aof injuring a
Man, who is not only the proper Guardian of his
Youth, but whofe (Goodnefs deferves the beft Be-
haviour, tho’ he be generous enough to excufe the
worft. Let not a Minute pafs after you receive this,
before you reveal the Matter to your Mafter: For,
I am in Hopes that your Application to me, and
your following my Advice, will greatly plead in your
Behalf, I willvery fpeedily call on your Mafter, and

am, as far as an honeft Regard for you can make
me,

Your Loving Uncle.

LETTZER VIL

Advice from a Father to a young Beginner,

what Company to chufe, and how to behave
in it. |

Dear Robin,

S you are now entering into the World, and
will probably have confiderable Dealings in
your Bufinefs, the frequent Occafions you will

bave for Advice from others, will make you de-
firous
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firous of {ingling out among your moft intimate
Acquaintance, one or two, whom you would view
in the Light of Friends.

In the Choice of thefc, your utmoft Care and
Caution will be mneceflary : for, by a Miftake
here, vou can {carcely conceive the fata]l Effedts
you may hercafter experience : Whercfore, it will
be proper for you to make a Judgment of thofe
who are fit to be your Advilers, by the Condudt
they have obferved in #heir swwn Aftairs, and the
Reputation they bear in the World,  TFor he who
has by his own Indifcretions undone himfelf, is
much fitter to be fet up asa Land-mark for a pru-
dent Mariner to thun his Courfes, than an bxample
to follow.

Old Age is generally flow and heavy, Youth
headitrong and precipitate ; but there are old Men
who are full of Vivacity, and young Men reple-
nifh’d with Difcretion ; which makes me rather
voint out the Condué? than the Age of the Perfons
with whom you thould chufe to aflociate; thd’
after all, it is a never-failing good bign to me of
Prudence and Virtue in a young Man, when his
Seniors chufe his Company, and he delights in
theirs.

Let your Endeavour therefore be, at all Adven-
turcs, to cenfort yourfelf with Men of Sobriety,
oood Senfe and Virtue; for the Proverb 1s an un-
erring one, -that fays, A4 Man 15 knowwn by the Com-
pany he keeps. 1f {uch Men you can fingle out,
while you improve by their Converfation, you will
benefit by their Advice ; and be fure remnember one
thing, that tho’ you muft be frank and unreferved
in delivering your Sentiments, when Occafioins
offer, yet that you be much readier to hear than
fpeak ; for to this Purpofe it has been fignificantly
obferved, that Naturec has given a Man fwo Ears,

and
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and but one Tongue. Lay in therefore by Obfer-
vation, and a modeft Silence, fuch a Store of Ideas,
that you may at their Time of Life, make no
worfe Figure than they do ; and endeavour to bene-
fit yourfelf rather by other Peoples Ils than your
own. How muit thofe young Men expofe them-
felves to the Contempt and Ridicule of their Seniors,
who having feen little or nothing of the World,
are continually fhutting out by open Adouths and
clofed Ears, all Poffibility of Inftruétion, and
.naking vain the principal End of Converfation,
which is Improvement. A filent young Man
makes generally a wife old one, and never fails of
being refpelted by the beft and moft prudent Men.
When therefore you come among Strangers, hear
every one fpeak before you deliver your own Sen-
timents ; by this means you will judge of the
Merit and Capacities of your Company, and avoid
expofing yourfelf, as I have known many do, by
{hooting out hafty and inconfiderate Belts, whick:
they would have been glad to recal, when perhaps
a filent Genius in Company has burft out upon
them with fuch Obfervations, as have {truck Con-
fcioufnefs and Shame in the forward Speaker, if he
has not been quite infenlible of inward Reproach.
I have thrown together, asthey occurr’d, a few
Thoughts, which may {uffice for the prefent to
fhew my Care and Concern for your Welfare. I
hope you will conftantly from time to time, com-
municate to me whatever you fhall think worthy
of my Notice, or in which my Advice may be of
Ufe to you. For I have no Pleafure in this Life
equal to that which the Happinefs of my Children

gives me.- And of this you may be affured; for
I am, and ever muft be,

Your affelionate Father.
I. E T~



16 Familiar ILETTERS o1 the

LETTEDR VIL

General Rules for agreeable Converfation in a
young Man., From a Father to a Son,

Dear William,
A S I had not an Opportunity of faying fo much

to you as I wilhed when you were laft here;
1 {fend this to inform you of fome things in your
ceneral Converfation, which 1 think would b
proper for you to obferve, and amend ; particularly
your exceffrve Itch for Talking, which difcovers itfelf
alike on all Occafions. I havealways flatter’d my-
fclf that yvou do not want Senfe, and am willing to
hope I have not been deceived : But the dangerous

Self-fufficiency of moft young Men, {feemsviolently
to have feized you, which, I hope, a little Re-
flection will remove.

"T'he Art of rendering yourfelf agreeable in Con-
verfation is worth vour fertous Study : *"I'is an Ad-
vantage few can bosft, tho” fought after by all ;
and nothing is fo conftant an Enemy to Succefs in
thofe who would excel 1n this Art, as the harbour-
ing an Opinion of their own Proficiency, before
they have attained to any tolerable Degree ot
Knowledge in what they imagine themfielves pof-
fefled of. Converfation, where it 1s rightly ma-
naged, muik be fo conducted, asto let each Mem-
ber of the Company have a Share in the Pleafure
and Zpplaufe it affords : If you are Six in Number,
after you have told a Story, or made any Remark
which gives a general Satisfadtion ; you muit con-
fuder it the Right of another to call your Attention
in his T'urn ; and, unlefs particularly requefted, it
betrays a great Weaknefs to follow yourfel/, WNo
doubt but you love to be admired : And have not

others
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ethers the {fame Paflion? You believe your Wit
more brilliant than theirs? Are you fure that they
arc not of the fume Opinion as to theirown ¢ If a
Man fpeaks little, you muft not from thence con-
clude him willing to give up cvery Claim to con-
verlible Merit @ Perhaps he cannot {ing : But to be
{fure he is as delirous of having his peculiar Humour,
or his dry “foke applauded, as you are to be intreat-
cd another Song. If he is no Mathematician, per-
haps he 1s verfed i religious Difputation ;5 if he
defpifes Plays, he may admire Hiftory; tho’ he
udader{tands not (Geography, he may yet know how
to deferibe the Humours of Mankind : And the’
he pretends not to Politicks, he may have a 'Turn
for fome more ufctul Science. When thele are
confidered, if his Modefty is great, you cannot ob-
lige him more than by throwing an Opportunity
in his way to difplay his Capacity on the Subjeét
he believes himfelf moft able to handle with Ad-
vantage : For, in order to {upport a thorough
cood Humour, a Man muft be pleafed with lim-
Jelf as well as with others., When this is pro-
perly taken Care of, Converfation fcldom fails to
prove entertaining : And to the Neglelt of this,
are owing many of the yawning Hours fpent in
Companies compofed of Men not incapable of be-
having agreeably.

‘T'he Manner of telling a Story, is alfo worth
your Notice: You have known the Pleafire of
hearing a long one well told: Mr. Trorter has an
admirable Talent in this way : But then you muft
obferve, that half the Pleafure he gives, arifes from
his happily avoiding any of the {illy Digreflions,
which are the great Caufe of a Story’s {ceming
tedious : You never hear him minale his Relation
with, 1 remember wery wwell it was the fame Day
toat *Squire Trumbul’s Son came of Ave.~~-1 bonght

-

7%y



18 Familiar LETTERS o5 the

my bay Nag the very Day before, at fuch a Fair,
being a Friday that Year 3----or, I can fearce think
of it without Laughing 3--- But, however, as I was
Jaying :--- And a hundred more fuch D ead-weights
1o Attention.  Nor does he ever praife a Story be-
fore he relates it 3 a fatal Rock to many a good
Relation: For when any Story wants a preparatory
Recommendation, it ought not to be told ; and
even when the Relation 1s poffible, the Generality
of Auditors are apt to perfuade thernfelves,

The Mountain labours, and a Mo fe is born.>

Thefe are loofe and general Hints ; but by a due
Improvement of them, you will find yourfelf very
fenfibly grow more and more agreeable where-ever
vou converfe. An Eafe and becoming Freedom
vou already have, and by the Addition of Difcre-
tion 1 your Ufe of them, and Complaifance to
others, you will probably fucceed in the Denre fo
predominant in you, of being admired by Men

of Senfe and Judgment. Which will be no {mall
Pleafure to

our affectionate Father,

LETTER IX.

An elder to a younger Brother, wbho is in Love
with a young Lady of great Gaiety, &c.

Dear Brother,

A M more concerned for your Welfare than
you imagine,. Y ou are younger than myfelf:
My Duty, in fome Degree, requires my Care for
vour (ood, and particularly in a Point that 111.'.11}-'
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be fo material to your whole Life, as 1s that of
Love.

Beauty has as great a Force upon my Senfes, as
it can have upon yours. I am near Thirty Years
of Age ; you arec not more than T'wenty. Your
Paflions are {trong ; mine, DBrother, are far from
fubfiding : I admire, I love, with as much Force
of Nature as you can do. My Reafon ought to
be ftronger, and ’tis well if iy Pailion is not fo
likewife. Mifs Rooke is amiable on many Ac-
counts; her Featuresare regular, her Wit fprightly,
Ler Deportment genteel 3 and Voice,—1 had al-
moft faid, ravithing. Her Drefs is eafy and un-
affected ; and her Manner of Converfation, has
a Freedom that captivates more Hecarts, than
yours: Yet, I grcatly fear, with all thefe Endow-
ments, fhe will not make the Wife you ought to
with for. Her airy Flights, and gay Behaviour,
are pleafing, as a Partner in Converfation, but
will they be equally agreeable ina Partner for Lg'e 2
What now charms yox, charms alfo others: You
are now content with thinking yourfelf s7e among;
many that admire her, and are admitted to fhare
the Brilliancy of her Converfation ; but will 2 §hare
of her Wit and Humour, her Freedom and Gaiety,
pleafe hereafter asa Wife? And tho’ fhe is delight-
ful in Company, are you fatisfied fhe will be
as agreeable when alone with you ; or when fhe
.has not an Opportunity of fhewing-away in a
Company that perhaps you may not approve ? She
now fees nobody but whom fhe chufesto fee: 1If
(he fhould bea Wife, it is more than probable fhe
- may diflike Reftraints : and can you approve of
a diffufe Converfation in one you defire to your-
felf !

Think not, Brother, that I have any intecrefted
Motive for this Advice. I affure youl have Inot.

21N
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{ am not your Rival: I defire not the Lady you
{ecem too fond of. All I mean (for I fay nothing a
prefent, with regard to your own Youth, which
ought not, however, to be wholly forgotten, asvery
few prudent Matches are made by young (entle-
men at your Age) is, to caution you againit
thinking of a Gentlewoman who may, and 1 am
willing to believe wi//, be a fuitable Companion to
a (Gentleman whofe Station and Choice leads him
into much Cempany, and gay Life ; but to Men §
whofe Circumitances, 1f net their Inclinations, °
require a more retired way of Life, it is obviou,,
a Woman, whofe Talents lie principally im
Converfation, can never, for that Reafon gnly,
juftity a young Gentleman for chufing her for
Wife.

I hope this will come time enough to put you
upon guarding againft the Inconveniencies that
threaten the Indulgence of your prefent Paflion,
Shut not your Ears to Reafon ; forget not your-
{clf ; and be fure to remember, that the Pleafure
of an Hour or Two, and of Twenty, Thirty, or

Forty Years, or a whole Life, muit arife from
very different Sources. I am,

Dear EBrother,
Your moft affeétionate, &c.

LETTER X.

An elder to an extravagant younger Brother.

Dear Joun,

SE O U may be certain that your Misfortunes are
to me a2 moft melancholy Subjet : You are

my only Brother: T own it: And your Mit
fortunc:
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fortunes afte&t me next to my own : But there is
this Difterence in what I feel for you, and for my-
felf: I am fure, every Misfortune I have met
with, has been occafioned by unavoidable Acct-
dents. T'his Confideration has fupported me under
the many Afflitions I have myfelf endured : But
for thofe I have fhared with you, I cannot boaft
the fame Alleviation., While our Father lived, he
was your conftant and unwearied Support, even
after your Patrimony was {quander’d away. While
rour Mother remained, fthe was every Week affift-
ing. your Neceflitics, but what might more pro-
perly be called your lLevity and Extravagance.
She is now, by the Divine Willy taken from
us both ; her Jointure, as well as the kitate
my Father independently left, has devolved upon
me. Of this both Nature and Providence re-
- quire I thould make the beft Ufe : And to ferve
. you, I readily confefs, is my greateft Care. But,
my dear Brother, how is this to be donc? "L'he
cencrous and bountiful Afliftance of our Parents,
procured you no fubftantial Good. What then
am I to do to fcreen you from Want and Mifery ?
~—— "T'hat you are not already happv, 1s not owing
to the Backwardnefs of your I'riends to ferve you
but, allow me to {peak plunly, to vour own In-
difcretion.  Your own Fortune maintained you
not for three Years: Were I able to give you as
much more, what Reafon have you given me to
fuppofe you will be o better Qconoimuit than
vou have been? My whole Eftate, let me tell
you, Brother, at your Rate ot Kxpence, would
fcarcely maintain you for ScvenYears : And, think
you as you will, I muft believe it my Duty to
leave enough to fupport my Off-fpring, with pru-
dent Conducét, to the End of Time. If I fend
you, asyou defire, Fifty Guineas, What good wil]

that

- l"_.'l



